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NATIONAL SECURITY ACT OF 1947 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives oj the UnUed 

States oj America in Conyress ^sembled, i/ 

8HQBT TITLE • ^ 

That this Act may be cited- as the "National Security Act of 1947 . 
[This statement of the short title is part of the first sectaon of the 
Actof July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 495. The remamder of that 
section is the table of contents, which is oimtted as covered by the 
table of contents set forth at the beginning of this committee print.] 

DBCLABATION OF POLICY 

Sec. 2. In enacting this legislation, it is the intent of Ccmgress to 
orovide a comprehensive program for the futme security of the United 
States; to provide for the establishment of mtegrated policies and 
procedures for the departments, agencies, and functions of the 


nroceaures lur uiic — -- -ri 

Government relating to the national secunty; to provide a Depart- 
ment of Defense, includmg the t^ee mihtary Departments of the 
Armv. the Navy (including naval aviation and the United btates 
Marine Corps), and the Air Force under the direction, authonty, and 
control of the Secretaiy of Defense; to provide that each mihtary 
department shaU be separately organized under its ovra Secretary 
and shall function under the direction, authority, and control of 
the Secretary of Defense; to provide for then- unified du-ection under 
civilian control of the Secretary of Defen^ ^ ^ 

departments or services; to provide for the establisWnt of unified 
or specified combatant commands, and a clear and du-ect fine ol 
command to such commands; to eliminate unnecessaij duplication m 
the Department of Defense, and particulMly m the field of research 
and engineering by vesting its overall direction and control in the 
Secretary of Defense ; to provide more effe^ive, efficient, and econom- 
ical administration in the Department of Defense; to provide for the 
unified strategic direction of the combatant forces, for thw operatic 
under unffied command, and for their integration mto an 
of land, naval, and air forces but not to estabUsh a smgle Chief of St^ 
over the armed forces nor an overall armed for^s general staffi 
[Section 2, Act of July 26, 1947, ch. ^3, 61 Stat 496, as amended by 
section 2, Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1958, 
Stat. 514; 50 U.S.C. 401-1 

TITLE I— COORDINATION FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 

NATIONAL SECUBITY COUNCIL 

Sec 101 (a) There is hereby established a council to be known as 
the National Security Councfi (hereinafter in 

as the "Council”, [The National Security Council was incorporated 
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACT OF 1947 


( 2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 
( 6 ) 


®«»ganization Pl.„ 

, of the United States shall preside over meetings of 

* f fu his absence he may designate a member 

of the Council to preside in his place. 

The function of the Council shall be to advise the President with 
respect to the integration of domestic, foreign, and military pohcies 
relating to the national security so as to enable the military services 
and the other departments and agencies of the Government to co- 
operate more effectively in matters involving the national security. 

1 he Council shall be composed of — 

(1) the President; 
the Vice President; 
the Secretary of State; 
the Secretary of Defense; 

. , [Formerly the Director for Mutual Security. All the 
functions of the Director for Mutual Security, including his 
functions as a member of the National Security Council, were 
transfeircd to the Director of the Foreign Operations Adminis- 
trahon by section 2(a), Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1953, 
67 S tat. 640. The office of Director of the Foreign Operations 
Ad minis t^tion and the functions of the Director in his capacity 
as a member of the National Security Council were abolished by 
section 303, Executive Order No. 10610, May 9, 1955, implement- 
ing secUon 525, Mutual Security Act of 1954, 68 Stat. 856.] 

(^) [S^rmerly the Chairrnan of the National Security Re- 
sources Board. Most functions of the Chairman, including his 
functions as a member of the National Security Council, were 
transfe^ed to the Director of the Office of Defense Mobilization 
by section 2(a), Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1953, 67 Stat. 634. 
Ihe functions of the Director of the Office of Defense Mobilization 
as a nmmber of the National Security Council were transferred 
to the Director of the Office of Defense and Civdian Mobilization 
by section 4, Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1958, 72 Stat. 1800. 
1 he title of this office became Director of the Office of Emergency 
Planning by the first section of the Act of September 22. 1961. 
Public Law 87-296, 75 Stat. 630.]; and " 

(7) the Secretaries and Under Secretaries of other executive 
departmente and of the military departments, when appointed 
by the President by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to serve at his pleasure. [The former memberships of the Chair- 
man ^ the Munitions Board and of the Chairman of the Research 
1 * Board terminated when those offices were 

abolished by section 2(b), Reorganization Plan No. 6 of 1953, 
67.otat. 638.] 

(b) In addition to performing such other functions as the President 
may direct, for the purpose of more eflFectively coordinating the 
pohcies and functions of the departments and agencies of the Govem- 
naent rdating to the national security, it shall, subject to the direction 
of the President, be the duty of the Council — 

• 1 ^^ fo assess and appraise the objectives, commitments, and 
risks of the United States in relation to our actual and potential 
military power, in the interest of national security, for the purpose 
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NATIONAL SECUBITT ACT OF 1947 , 3 

■of making recommendations to the President in connection 
therewith; and 

(2) to consider policies on matters of common interest to the 
departments and agencies of the Government concerned with the 
national security, and to make recommendations to the President 
in connection therewith. 

, 5) The Council shall have a staff to be headed by a civilian executive 
secretary who shall be appointed by the President, and who shall 
receive com^nsation at the rate of $ —— a year. [The compensa- 


(c) The Council shall have a staff to be headed by a civilit 
cretary who shall be appointed by the President, and who shall 

,^ceive com^nsation at the rate of $ a year. [The compensa- 

tion of the Executive Secretary of the National Security Council is 
now governs hy section 105 of title 3, United States Code, which 
authorises the President to fix rate of basic compensation of the 
Executive Secretary at a rate not to exceed that of level II of the 
Federal Executive Salary Schedule ($30,000). See section 5313 of 
title 5, United States Code.] The executive secretary, subject to the 
direction of the Coimcil, is hereby authorized, subject to the civil- 
service laws and the Classification Act of 1949, as amended, to appoint 
and fix the compensation of such personnel as may be necessarv to 
p^orm such duties as may be prescribed by the Council in connection 
wnth the performance of its functions. - 

(d) The Council shall, from time to time, make such recommenda- 
tions, and such other reports to the President as it deemed appropriate 
or as the President may require. [Section 101, Act of July 26 1947 
ch. 343, 61 Stat. 496, as amended by section 3, National Securitv Act 

, Amendments of 1949, 63 Stat. 579, and section 501(e)(1). Mni 
Security Act of 1951, 65 Stat. 378; 50 U.S.C. 402 ] 


uituaJ 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


Sec. 1^. (a) There is hereby established under the National 
’ Central Intelligence Agency witF^UiiwtbFlof 

Central InteUigence who shaD be the head thereof, and with a Deputv 
Director of Cratral InteUigence who shall act for, and exercise the 
powers of, the Director during his absence or disability. The Director 
and the Deputy Director shall be appointed by the President, by and 
ivith the advice and consent of the Senate, from among the commis- 
sioned officers of the armed services, whether in an active or retired 
^atus, or from among individuals in civilian life: Provided, however 
lhat at no time shall the two positions of the Director and Deputv 
Director be occupied simultaneously by commissioned officers of the 
armed services, whether in an active or retired status. 

(b)(1) If a commissioned oflScer of the armed services is appointed as 
Duector, or Deputy Director, then— 

(A) in the performance of his duties as Director, or Deputv 
Du-ector, he shaU be ftpbiecLto na^jiua£iadsi£yi,,r;^q^ 

or prohibition (militaiy or otherwise) other than would be opera- 
tive with respect to him if he were a civilian in no way connected 
with the Department of the Aimy, the Department of the Navy 
the Departrnent of the Air Force, or the armed services or anv 
conmonent thereof; and ^ 

(B) he shaU not possess or 

^QjK^^or functions (other than such as he possesses, or is 
authonzed or directed to exercise, as Director, or Deputy Di- 
rector) with respect to the armed services or any component 


f 
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^ NATIONAL SECUBrry ACT OF 1947 

i. t ♦»,«» Armv the Department of the 
thereof, the Departoent of . g qj. any branch, bureau, 

N.vy, or the Dep^»‘ l^th rjpeet lo en/ot the pereonnel 

unit, or ® r ’ of the foregoing. ♦ ♦ * 1 , 

(mUitary or civilian) ot an:^i ^^6 appointment to the 

(2) Except as provided in p ^ P , commissioned officer of 
oliS ot nSeetor, « of ‘nd service in snob office, 

the armed services, atafus Office, rank, or grade he ina,y occupy 

shall in no way affecta®y_^as. <> emolument, prerequisite, right, 
or hold in the arm^ semces or of any such status 


sS^ng in the ofgce of time of his 

rS aid grade not lower. than ^ 

appointment and to recei’^ including personal money allowance) 
S^retired, as the ci^e may ““udmg p 

payable to a commissioned ott^ o 6 reimbursed from any 

fo? which the appropnate departmenyn^^ InteUigence 

funds avadable to defray t^e ® P Intelligence Agency 

Ao-pncv He also snail be pam ot a rate equal to thp 

from such funds an annud comp ^^^tilished for such position 

iZnS hy which the .‘lompensation estabhsn^ allowances*. (The 

exceeds the amount of his annual ^ ^^I^XnteUi^nce is $30,000 (5 

compensation ot t^® Jor oi deputy Director of 

U.S.C. 5313(15)) and the compe^ g ^ gg^^^^^^ 

Central Intelligence is $29,50 t commissioned officer sh^, 

(3) The raii or ^ commissioned officer occupies the 

dimng the period m ^t^ch sucb^o ^ Deputy Director of 

office of Director Central I t and percent^^^ 

SC^islSSa ‘Xappropri.«d for the armed aermee of whrch 

’“S N“?Ss'tanding *eproviBmnsrf 
24 1912 (37 Stat. 555), or the proysions rf^any 

of ’CentraLIntelligence “ j Agency whenever he shall deem 

Ss 5 tori?yj).ffi^r t& interests of the Umted 

termination n^ssa^ or ad nj guch officer 

States, but such 1 yment in any other department o 

or employee to ^eko^c^pt^e^Pl^^ employment 

bf ?he United States Civil ^“YKSgence activities of th 

V) For the purpose of coordm^mg^tnem^^^^ interest ol 

.several Goveriment ^®e’^?^®the duty & the Agency, under th< 
national Spcuritv Council — 

direction of the National Sec ^y Council in matters con 

(1) to advise the J the Government depar 

ceinlg such inteffigenc^ 

Spmli.Su ““Tgenciaa of the Government as relate to the 
national security; ^„,j„ftte intelligence relating to the 

natlnd se"-d pr.Mde the appropriate dissemmaUon 


a-l 


■'F 
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NATIONAL SBCUBmr ACT OF 1947 5 

of such intelligence within the Government using where appro- 
priate existing agendes and facilities: 

Prowded, That the agen<gr shall have no pohce, pbpoena, law- 
enforcement powers, or internal-security fimctions: Provided 
■further That the departments and other agencies of the Govern- 
ment shall continue to collect, evaluate, correlate, and dis- 


protecting intdligence 
disclosure; 

(4) to perform, for 


(4) to perform, for the benefit of the existing intelligence 
agencies such additional services of common concern as the 
Nations Security Coimcil determines can be more effectively 

accomplished centrally; i ■, j ^ j . 

(5) to perform such other functions and duties related to 
intelligence affecting the national Mcurity as the National Security 
Council may from time to time direct. _ 

(e) To the extent recommended by the National Security Council 
and approved by the President, such intelligence of the departments 
and agOTcies of the Government, except as hereinafter provided, 
relating to the national security shall be .openJp_the.inspection-of-the 
Director nf Hantral Inte lligence, and such intelligence as relates to 
the national security andTis possessed by such departments and other 
agencies of the Government, except as hereinafter provided, shall be 
made available to the Director of Central Intelligence for correlation, 
evaluation, and dissemination: Provided, however, That upon the 
ivritten request of the Director of Central Intelligence, the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation shall make available to the 
Director of Central Intelligence such information for correlation, 
evaluation, and dissemination as may be essential to the national 
socunty 

(f) Effective when the Director first appointed under subsection (a) 

has takeia o^^c Intelligence Authority (11 Fed. Reg. 1337, 

1339, February 5, 1946) shall cease to exist; and , _ ' 

(2) the personnel, property, and records of the Central Intelli- 
gence Group are transferred to the Central Intelligence Agency, 
and such group shall cease to exist'; Any unexpended balances of 
appropriations, allocations, or other funds available for such 
Group shall be available and shall be authorized to be made avail- 
able in like manner for expenditure by the Agency. [Section 102, 
Act of July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 497, as amended by section 
4 Act of October 15, 1949, ch. 695, 63 Stat. 880, and the Act of 
AprU 4, 1953, ch. 16, 67 Stat. 19; 50 U.S.C. 403.] 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

[Section 103 of the National Security Act of 194^ 61 Stat. 499, 
provided for a National Security Resources Board. The functions of 
the National Security Resources Board were transferred to the Chair- 
man of the National Security Resources Board by section 1, Reorgani- 
zation Plan No. 25 of 1950, 64 Stat. 1280. Reorganization Han No. 3 
of 1953 67 Stat. 634, abolished the National Security Resoimces 
Board created the Office of Defense Mobilization, and transferred aU 
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